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CHAPTER VII.

"When nil three liuiilly mot ot U18

home Florence suddenly
look Join liy tliu shoulders and
hissed li i in lightly on the chet U.

Joim'h started bin k. pulu and ill

tut lied.
Norton IniiH Ilo did net feel

the slightest twti.Re of jealousy, but
he was eaten up with envy, a the old
wives say.

"You aire If I suspect Iho
I'rini't'oi. lVrlgotl .'" said Joues.

"I am." TliU man .lones was do
vrlopiiiK Into a very remarkable char-
acter. The reporter funnel himself
able glancing t th'1 thin, keiei face of
this resourceful hut Iff. Tile lobe f

tlii? nmn a h it ear cam within range.
Norton reached for a cigarette, hut
his hand shook ns hit lit It. Then
was a peculiar link ecur In the cen-

ter of tin lot.
"Well." said Jones. "1 ran find no

evidence that him haa been concerned
lU nny of the-a- affalm."

"You ar
"Of looktt.g boldly Into

tho reporter's eyes.
"Of iiir?" smiling.
"Fun of tn Bfir

dropped entirely after
thl.i declaration.

"You'n- - a taciturn sort of chup."
"Am 1 7"
"You are. Hut an agreement In an

agreement, and while I d like to irlnt
t bin story, 111 not. We npxKiper
meu h Idotn break our word."

Julie held out till hand.
"Siiiiieiiiiii'H 1 wish Id Kartell life

right," the rcpoitcr gloomily. "A
liewnpuper m:ui is Rem rally

lie never looks nhenii for
What with my fpecinl ar-

ticles to the liiHgiii'tlie'S, I enrn be-

tween inr and fin- - tlmusand the
year; 'ami l'vo never been able to nave,

a rent "

"IVrliaps you've never really tried,"
repiie.l .lone,, with a tfam-- at bin
companion. It wit n ik'dim! far'-- 'Tonic
in outline; a tittle careworn. t..erha!is,
but free from uny li'dic;itic:. of dissi-
pation. '"If I had begun life as you
did, I'd have made real and solid uss

' t i

'3d Not Speak or Make the Ltait
Noisa."

f the rreat men I met. I'd hive
.ide financiers help me to invest rry

or savings, little as they
ul:ht bo. And today Id be Itilng on
lite Income "

"You lo ver can tell. Perhaps a ch-
ild might havi mailn you think of
liinse tliiiiKs; but If you bad reinninrd
l uuttai'lu d up to tl.in) one, as I have,
the thought of saving mmht uever
liave enun d your h- - ad A man in my
present coiiilliion. lias no
rlKht to Hunk of "

"it It. I 1. 1 he lh, httViiiK of yi u If
you met aud murried the right votn-ln- ,

"Hut thv rinht woman tnigh' be
helrens to millions. And a poor ievil
like me could not marry a girl with
money and hang on to hm aif re-
spect."

"True. Hut there are always nices-t.im-s

to all rules in Hie, ei.t pt ibos
rexurdlng health. A healihy mat is a
normal man. and a normal nue has
I.O right to remaiii til :l i You proved
yourself i man this afternoon, con
slderlng that yen did not know I

the wheel seat. Come to think
It ovr, you really saved 'te day.
You gar ma the .( stour
log atrairht for the police station.
V ell, gcxid by."

"Queer duck!" mucd the rcportel
fca, tfter he head-- d for
bU ofllca. Queer duck. Indeed; What

gam it was going to be! And
'Ms mar Joues was playing It like
a mast . It did not matter that some
one so laid down the rules; M was
the way It wblch they were luUr
preted.
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heard of tho failure. The
Mark Hundred was finding Ha stork
far below par value. Four valuablo
men locked up in tho Tombs await-Ir- g

trial, to fa ncthlnr of the seven
gunmen giUhcred In -- t the oh! ware-
house, limine began to suspect that
his failures wers Irs duo t- - chnnoe
than to that fit last he
had encountered a mind which anti-
cipated hi every move. He would
have recognised thin fart earlier had
It not been that revenge had temporar-
ily blinded him. Th' spirit of revenge,
ever makes for mental clarit

There was a meeting that night of
the r.lack Hundred Four men wern
told off, and they drew their chairs up
to Vroon'a table for Instructions,
rtraine hat at Vroon'a elbow. These
four men composed the most danrer-ou-

quartet In New York city. They
were as daring as they were desper-
ate. They were the men who held up
bank messenger md got away with
thousands. They had learned in swoop
down upon their victims as the hawk
snoops down upou the heron. The
rewspiipors referred to them as tho
'atif. bandits," and the men took a
dral cl pride In the furore they had
created

Vroon went over the Harjrreave
case minutely; he left no detail

Itluntly and frankly, the
daughter of Stanley llargreavn must
b cauRht and turned over lo the care
oi the Htaek Hundred It must be
quick fiftion Four valuable members
were in the Tombs Th' y might or
miifti' not weaken under pressure. For
the first time In Its American career
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The Djugt-te- r of Hargreave Rods
Horseback Every Morning.

the crRacI.-.tlo- n stood fuilng actual
peril, and Its one possible chancu of
salvation lay In the fact that no one's
face wait knout) to his neighbor, lie,
Vroon, and the boss alon knew who
and what each man was. I'.ut the
plans, the ramifications of the organ-
ization might become public property;
and that would mean an end to an
csceedlnly profitable business.

The daughter of Hargreave rod
bom back early every morning. She
southt the country road She was in-

variably attended by the riding mas-te- i
of a school near by.

"You four will muka your own
plans '

"It sh should be Injured?"
"Avoid It If possible,"
"Wt have a free band''"
"Absolutely.''

We risk a had fall from her horse
If it s a spirited on '

"Pretend a breakdown In the road,"
interpolated Uralne. "As they

draw and order them to dis-
mount. That method will prevent any
accident.''

"Well plan it somehow. It looks
easy "

'Nothing is easy where that girl
Is concerned. A thousand eyes seem
to be watching her slightest move."

"We shan't leave anything to
chance. How many days wilt you
give ua?"

"Seven. A failure, mind you, will
prove unhealthy to all conrTne,"
wl'h a menace which made the four
stir uneasily.

The telephone rang. Uralne reached
for the receiver

"A man Jut entered the Hargreave
house at the rear Come at once,"
was the message.

"Is your car outsider Tiraine asked.
"We are never without It "
"Then let us be off. No one will

stop us for speeding on a sldo street."
Fourteen minutes by the clock

brought the rar to a stand at the curb
a few houses below the Hargreave
home The men got out The watch-
er ran up.

' He is ctlil Inside,' he whispered
"tiood! Abroad out If anyone

leaves that house, retch him. If be
runs too fast, shoot. W can beat
the police."

The man obeyed, and the watcher
ran back to his post. He was des-
perately hoping the affair would tr-uU-
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vrsry of this eternal vigilance! and It
w-- only his fear of the man known
as the boss that krpt him at his post.
He wanted a night to csrouse iu, to
be with the boys.

The man for whom they wero lying
In wait was seen presently to creep
cautiously round the sidn of the house.
He hugged a corner and paused. They
could see the dim outline of his body.
The light In the street bark of the
grounds almost made a silhouette of
him. Py and by, as If assured that
the roast was clear, he atole down to
the street.

"Halt!"
Instnntly the prowler took to his

heels. Two shots rang Out.1 The Wiari
was seen to stop, stagger, aud then go
on desperately.

"He's b!"
Py the time the men reached the

corner they hesrd the nimble f a
motor One dashed back to the car
they had left standing at the curb. He
mado quick work of the Job. but he
was not quick enough. Btlll. they gave
chase. They saw the car tnrn toward
the city. Hut, unfortunately for the
success of the chase, sevirsl automo-
bile passed, going Into town and leav-
ing it. Checkmate.

Pralne was keen enough tonight.
"He Is bit; whether badly or not re-

mains to be seen. We ran find that
out. Drive to the nearest drug store
and get a Hut of hospitals. It's a ten
to one phot that we land him some-
where at.,ong the hospitals."

Put they searched the hospitals In
vsin. None of them had that night re-

ceived a ehootlng case, nor had they
heard one reported. The man had
been unmistakably hit. He would not
have dared risk the loss of time for
a bit of play-actin- Evidently he had
kept his head aud sought his lodgings.
To call up doctors would be utter
folly; for it would take a week for k
thorough combing. This was the sec-ou- d

timo the man had got away.
' Perhaps I'm to blsme." admitted

Pralne. "i should have advised Miles
lo stalk him and pot him If be got the
chance. There's a master mind work-
ing somewhere back of all this, and it's
time I woke up to the fact. Put you,''
turning to the auto bandits, "you men
have your Instructions. More than
that, you bate been given a free rein
See tlwt you tr.ak" good, or by ttie
Lr.rd Hurry! I'll break the four of you
like plpestems."

"We haven't had a failure yet," spoke
up one of the men, more courageous
than bis companions.

"You are not holding up a bank mes-
senger this trip. Jtemember that.
Drive iiie as far as Columbus cln le.
Leave me on the side street, between
the liRliiJt, so I can take off ink mask."

Ijitr Praine sauntered Into Tabst
and ordered a light supper. This
eight's work, more than anything clue,
brought home to him the fact that his
luck was changing. For years he had
proceeded with his shady occupations
without encountering any memorable
failure. He moved In the high world,
quite unsuspected. He had wrltteu
books, given lectures, been made a lion
of, all the while laughing in his eleeve
at th- - gullibility rif human nature. Hut
will, ill the last two weeks he had re-

ceived serious checks. From now on
lie must move with the utmost caution.
Koine one was playing his own game.
Rainiit warfure unseen. A tattle of

j itn? So be it; but Hrnine Intended
j to play wlih rouifh wits, and he wasn't

Koiiig to care which way Ibu sword
I cut.

Ho hated Stanley Hargreave w ith all
he hatred of his soul; the hatred of a

man balked In love. And the man wus
alive, deling him; alive aoiiwnliere
In l hie city this very nigbt, with a bul-

let under his skin.
"Is everything satisfactory, sir" he

heard the head waiter say.
"Satisfactory?" Uralne repeated

blankly.
"Yee, sir. You struck the tsble as

though displeased."
"O" 1 ben Ursine laughed relleved-iv- .

"If 1 struck the table. It was done
iucoiisrioiisly. I was thinking "

' Heg pardon, eii ! Anything else,
sir?"

"No. Hi lug me the check."

"Your master gives riding lessons?"
The groom who bad led the horse

back from Hargreave s eyed bis ques-
tioner raiher superciliously.

"Yes " Tbo groom fondled the ani-
mal a legs.

"How much Is It?"
"Twenty dollars for a ticket of five

rides. The master Is the fashion u
hero. He doesn't cater lo auy but to
best families "

"I'r-tt- sie p Who was that youn
lady riding this morning with

"That's the girl ell the newspapers
have been talking about," answered
tho groom Importantly.

'Actress? "

"Actress! I should say not. That
young woman is tbe daughter of Stan
ley Hargreave, the millionaire who
was lost at sea. And it won t be long
before she puts her finger in a pie ot
four or live millions, if you want any
rides, you II have to talk It over with
the boss He may or may not take
any more rn1a. You'd probably nave
to ride in '.ho afternoon, au)bow, as

very nag is out In the morning "

"Where's the most popular road?"
"Toward the park; but lllas Har-

greave always goes along the river-
side road. She doesn't like strangers
about"

"O. I see. swell, I'll drop In this
afternoon and see your master. They
say that riding la good for a torpid
liver. Have a cigar?"

Tbauks."
Tbe groom proceeded into the sta-

ble snd tbe affable siraust-- r tuck
hiuiae If off.

A free rein; trey could work It tc
suit themselves. Thvre wasn't th
least obstacle In the way On tht
face of It, It appeared lo be the aim-ples- t

Job they had yet undertaken
To get rid or the riding master In
some natural wav after be aud tb

girl bad staiUA.1l mis like "falling
off a log - '

"Susin." said Florence as she rsms
Into breakfast after her exhilarating
rtde, "did you hear pistol shots laat
right?"

"I heard some noise, but 1 was sc
sleepy didn't try to figure out what
it was."

"Did you, Jones?"
"Yes, Miss Florence. Th shots

came from the street. A policemen
tame running up Isler and said be
saw two automobile;-.o- tbe run. Hut
evidently there wasn't anybody hurt.
One haa to be careful at night now-
adays. There are pretty bad men
abroad. Did you enjoy the ride?"

"Very much. Put there were spots
of blood on tbe walk near the corner.1"

"Plood?" Jor.es caught the Vack o
a chair to ste-.d- y himself.

"Yes. Po some one was hurt. Oh.
let's leave this plsce!" Impulsively.
"!-- t us go back to Miss Far lows
You could find a plxre In the village,
Jones. Put if 1 stay here much longer
in this state of unrest I shall lose
faith In everything and everybody.
Whoever my fathers enemies are.
they do not lack persistence. They
have made two attempts against my
libert), and sooner or later they will
succeed I keep looking over my
shoulder all the time--. If I her--r a
noise I Jump."

"Miss Florence, If I thought It wise,
you should be pecked off to Miss Far-low'- s

this minute. Mut not an hour of
the day or night passes without this
house being watched I seldom see
an) body about I ran only sense tbe
presence of a watcher At Miss Far-low'- s

you would b fa more like a
prisoner than h"re. I could not ac-

company you. I am forbidden to de-

sert this house."
"My father's orders'"
Jones signified neither one way nor

the other. He merely gazed stolidly
at the rug.

"That blood!" f?h sprang from hef
chslr. horrified. "It was his' He was
here last, nlsht, and tbey shot
him! O!"

"There, there, Vltts Florence! TLs
man was only slightly wounded. He's
where they never will look for blin "

Then Jones continued, as with an ef-

fort: "Trust me. Mis Florence. It
would not pay to run away. The
whole affair would be repeated else-

where. We might go to the' other end
of the world, but It would not serve u.

in the least. It la t.ot " ipiestion of

OKeape, but of who shall vanquish the
other. There is nothing to do but re-

main here snd fight, firht. fight. We
have put four of them in the) Tombs,
to say nothing of the gunmen. That
is what we must do - put tiiero In a
fafe (dare, one by one, till we reach
the master. Then only may we
breathe in safety. Hut If they watch,
so do we. There i. never a moment
when help is not within reach no mat-

ter where you go. o long as you do
not deceive me, uo,rcal harm shall be-

fall you. Don't rrv He your father's
daughter, as I am tsfs servant."

' I am very nnhappy!" And Flor--
nee threw her arms sroml Susan

end laid tier In :t,l upon her friends
rhoulder.

"Poor child!" ..isan. .lowever,
the wisdom of .loro's' state-

ments. Tbcy sr safest
The mornlr.g rl ies continued. To

the filrl, who )()' the open, it was
glorious fun. Those n.ad gallops
along the roads, tt:" smell of ear'h and
! a, the tingle In 'he blood were the
.sccoi.d best moil:- ts of her day The
first? She Invar, ibly blushed whe--

she considered w !.at these first beu.'
moments were. He was a bruve -- ..rn

ee 1

.v iv to -- xu-

r 17
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"Better Be Scnsibls," He 6id.

man, good to look st, witty, and al-

ways cheerful V hy ahnuldn t she
like him? Kfn loties liked him
Jones, who didn't eeem to like any-

body. It did not matter whether he
wss wise or not a worldly point of
view wss farthest from her youthful
thoughts. It was ! r own affair, her
own heart.

Five days later, ;n she and the rid.
lug master were cintering along the
road, esjoying every bit of It, th--

heard tbe beat of hnfs behind They
drew up snd turned A rider was ap-

proaching them at a run 't was the
head groom. Tin nan stopped his
horse in a cloud of dust.

"filr, the stables are on Are!"
"Fire?"
All th riding tn ter'B savings were

Invested a. .'.' t'able. The fsct
that he bad solemnly promised never
to leave Morence jloni, and that be
bad accepted a generous bonus slipped
from bis mind st thought of fir.,
a terrible word to sny horseman. He
wheeled and started off at breakneck
speed, his head om clattering

him.
Florence raturall wondered which

Of two courses to pursue: follow them,
when she would be perfectly helpless
to aid tbeiu, or continue the ride aud

ts at feast one horse from tbe ter-
ror of seeing flames. Ehe rhoe tbe
latter, (tut she did not ride with the
earlier test. Hbe felt depressed Sue
loved horses, aud tbe thought of them
dying in those wooden stables was
horrifying.

Th: fire, howett-r- , proved to be In-

cipient. Hut H was plainly Incendl
sry. Home one had set lire to u with

a pitrpnteln rtew, .UTion rrcotinucd
this frg glisost I Sosti, ss the tire
men. lie bad cms this h.onilng with
th id'-- a of surprising Florence He
was going out on horseback to Jolu
her.

Ills spine grew suddenly cold. A

trap! 8lie had been left alone on the
rad! He ran over to the garage, se-

cured a car, and went bumming out
toward the river road. A trap, and
only by the sheerest luck had he
turned up in timer,.

Meantime Florence was walking her
mount slowly. For once the scenery
passed unobserved She was deeply
engrossed with thoughts, some of
which were happy snd some of which
were "sd If only her father could be
with her she would be the happiest
girl alive.

She wa brought out of her revery
bv tbe sight of a man staggering along
the road ahead of ber. Finally he
plunged upon bis face In the road L.lke
the trnd'T hearted glr she was, she
stopped, dismounted, and rsn to the
fallen man to give him aid She sud
denly found her wrists raspe1 In two
hands like Iron. The man ro-- e to bis
feet, smiling evilly. She struggled
wildly but futHely.

"Hetter be sensible," he said "I am
stronger than you are. And I don't
wish to hurt you. Walk on ahead of
me. It will be Utterly useless t)
scream or rry out. You ran see for
yVurself that w e are in a deserted part
of the road. If you will promise to act
sensibly I shan't lay a hand on you. Do
you site that but yonder, near the fork
In the road? We ll stop there. Now.
march!"

"She dropped her hsndkerchlef, later
Iot bracelet, and finally he-- crop, in
hope that these slight clue might
bring ber help. She knew that Jonei
would hear of the fire, and. finding that
she had not returned with the ridiiu
master, would immediately start out In
pursuit. She was beginning to grow
very fond of Jones, who uever afeol.e
unless spoken to. who wss always at
hand, faithful and loal.

From afar came the low rumble of a
motor. She wondered if her captoi
heard It. He J id. but his ear tricked
him Into believing that It came from
another direction. Eventually they ar-
rived at the hut, and Kloreuce was
forced to enter. The man locked the
d'Kir and waited outside for the auto
mobile which be was expecting, h

was rather dumfouuded when he sav
that It was coming from the city, not
going toward it.

It. was Norton The riderless horse
told him enefugh. the handkerchief au 1

brace let and crop led him straight for
the hut.

The nian before tbe hut realized by
this time that he had made a mh take.
lie attempted to the hut and
prepare to defe nd it till his cm ipali
Ions hove In sight. Put Florence, rec-
ognizing Nortou, held the door with
all her strength The man snarled and
turm-- upon Norton only to receive a
fciiiaaleiug blow on the jew.

Norton ffunsr open the door. "Into
the cur, Klor. nre! There's another car
coming up the ro;:d. Hurry!"

It wafe not a long chas The rar
of the auto bunaii.i. looking like an
ordinary axl ah. .is a hlKlopouer ma-

chine, and i gained swiftly on Nor
ton s The reporter wai' '

d griiuly.
' Keep your head down!" he warr.id

Florence. 'I'm going to take a poi (

tlo-l- r tire s when they get wuliiii range
If I miss I'm afraid we II have trouble
I tider no cln unif-tuii- e s attempt to
have this car Here tby come!"

He suddenly leaned back tnd lird
It was emly chance The manner In
which the cars were lurching made :i
pieor target for a murksmaii even of
the first order. Chame directed Nor
ton s (Inst bullet Into the right lorwa' i

j tire, wlili h explodeel lining nt kimv
, odd miles an hour, they could not stop
i the car In tinn- to avoid fatality Ti e

car careened wildly c nil pltiut'i'd down
the embankment into the rier

Florence ci ere-- her e xes ttn hi--

hands, and, iju.te unronse ions of what
he was doing, Norton put his arms
around her.
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Combined Forces
Some stores give quality first consideration,

others consider price first. We consider both at
the name time.

When we offer you a necktie at 50c. or r hat
at $2.00. you may feel sure that it's the best quality
for the price on the market.

The fact that a bip percentage of buyers come
back for additonal supplies when in need of them

is a good sign of square dealing.

M. MANDELL
The Live Clolhicr
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